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the rains of the Almighty's grace. But even now the strong
fortress of Warankada and Khaiber are in the hands of
Fatehyab Khan. The rebels have also succeeded in creat-
ing disorders in the Haiderabad province, finding it devoid
of authority. Since some time Raghuji Bhonsla has again
taken possession of the region of the Carnatic and intends
to proceed towards the province of Haiderabad. There-
fore, the devoted servant has resolved to march in that
direction in order to set matters right1

After fording Tapti, Nizamul-Mulk encamped on the
banks of the river Purna as the rainy season was then at its
height. He was joined there by Anwarullah Khan, Diwan,
who had come from Haiderabad. Here Nizamu'l-Mulk
received a message from Peshwa Balaji Rao who desired
to have an interview" with him in connection with the
affairs of Malwa. Balaji came with his chiefs and stayed for
two days in Nizamu'l-Mulk's camp at 'Adilabad and thence
proceeded to the Subedari of Malwa which he had already
obtained by an Imperial firman according to which this
office had been given in trust to the Wazir to be bestowed
upon Balaji Rao.2 Circumstanced as he then was, Nizamu'l-
Mulk considered it advisable to abstain from interference
in the affairs of Malwa provided Balaji ruled there
as the deputy of the Emperor.3 He crossed the Purna and
proceeded towards Gulshanabad whence he turned towards
Fardapur. From here he marched in the direction of Aur-
angabad.

In the meantime ^Fatehyab Khan had again induced
Nasir Jang to make preparations for offering resistance to
his father. He had taken the fortress of Mulhair by stratagem
from Muhammad Mutawassil Khan., and succeeded in
frightening Nasir Jang of the strong measures that Nizamu'l-
Mulk would adopt against them if they failed to achieve their
objective. Nasir Jang, afraid of his father's anger, and being
a puppet in the hands of his ambitious courtiers, decided to
undertake military operations against him. He assembled
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